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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT


I knew that starting out wouldn’t be easy, but apparently I was more naïve than I thought.  I moved to Hollywood in 2000 with wide eyes and big dreams of winning an Oscar for film scoring.  I pictured music, money and happiness in my future.  It didn’t even occur to me that I might soon even contemplate making a documentary film.  But first, I had to start with the basics:  I had to find a place to live.  Someone I knew suggested an online apartment finding site, and soon enough, I was paying my deposit to the landlord of my new home and moving in!  Very exciting.  Little did I know what a big influence my little apartment would have in those first few years in Los Angeles.

Slowly I started meeting my neighbors.  I met my first friend there as I was passing the “balcony” one day (really it was the fire escape but it was where everyone went for cigarette breaks, pretending it was their own personal balcony in this decrepit cockroach-filled apartment complex).  Josh was a tall guy with the hair of Axel Rose and a silent demeanor.  He did not actually speak to me much, but little by little I became better friends with him and his goofy roommate Paul.   Later, others moved  into the building, and I made fast friendships with some of them. 


More and more, I became inspired by the normal people living around me as they grappled with day to day issues, each keeping focus all the while on their own personal dreams.  Less and less did the actors and famous people I had always known through the media inspire me--it was these people, who were not only great friends, but talented and driven artists.  “Someone should be filming these people, this would make a great story!”  I thought, thinking of the many reality shows on TV, and how unrealistic most of them were.  I finally broke down, and with my meager credit card limit, bought a piece of crap camera to start documenting the struggles of my friends.


As the project went on, I found it was more and more difficult to keep production going due to my own problems bouncing between three jobs and having no extra money for the film.  “I wish I had a camera crew like MTV to help me!”  I thought.  But I kept going, filming events here and there, following my friends to their day jobs when I wasn’t working myself, and interviewing them.  Years later, I would come back and re-interview them to see if they had made any progress.  The results were interesting.


I’m still great friends with most of these guys to this day.  As we have progressed through our lives (or fallen back, in the case of some characters), I still am inspired by these people.  Not only were they inspiring to me, but I felt that if they were going through these kind of struggles, other people must be too.  These are real people, not actors, and I think this movie represents the kind of raw normalcy that people have in their own lives, while giving a the positive message to keep following your dreams.  I hope that people would be motivated as I was, and reach their goals as I reached one in finishing this project!

