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SYNOPSIS

ONE LINE


"Hollywood, 90038" is a documentary that follows five twenty-somethings who live in the same building over a period of four years through their struggles as they try to make it big in Los Angeles.

SHORT


In the early 2000's, five young and naive twenty-somethings with big ambitions moved to Hollywood to try to succeed in the entertainment industry.  This documentary follows the struggles of Josh, Paul, Jen, Nate and Jason over a period of four years as they work to achieve their goals in the big city where so many others fail.


This is a real story about people following their dreams.  It is about the struggles they undergo, their loves, their enemies, their financial hardships, and their perseverance as each person strives to "make it big" in Hollywood.


And most of all, it's about the friendships that they made that survived through it all.


THIS is reality.

LONG


Do you remember your first apartment when you set out on your own?  You may have left home like Josh, Paul, Jen, Nate and Jason...wide eyed and naive, like domestic animals released into the wild, running free and unknowing straight into the jaws of...HOLLYWOOD.  


In the early 2000's, five twenty-somethings with big dreams moved to Los Angeles to try to "make it big" in the entertainment industry.  All five of them moved into a lovely building--where the paint was peeling in the bathrooms, some of the windows didn't open, and the entire structure seemed to be sinking in towards its center.  And of course, there was the best part:  the multiple kinds of insect infestations.  Undaunted and with high hopes, the five paid their very low first and last months' rent and started their new lives to become big stars in Hollywood.


The documentary begins with the early days of each of the characters.  Josh and Paul moved out together from a small town called Gretna, Nebraska, and took an apartment together in the building.  Josh, a stubborn but gentle giant with the hair of Axel Rose, had big dreams to become a musician.  With his instinctual talent for playing guitar and his unfettered rhythmic playing, Josh seemed to be a contender to be the next Eddie Van Halen or Jimi Hendrix.  With little money, he searches for any day job he can find (on foot, as he did not have a car) just to pay the rent so he had a place to practice while trying to get gigs.  Meanwhile, the skinny and unkempt Paul spends his nights bowling at the local bowling alley, watching TV and passing the time in the third floor hallway.  While Paul has a strong passion for bowling, his passions in general seem to end there, as he makes little effort to find a job or to pursue anything at all.  As the weeks go by, tensions rise in the apartment as money is tight and neither resident is able to get any privacy.  Fights also ensue when Paul claims that Josh eats all the food in the apartment, while in reality Josh subsists on a mostly alcohol-filled diet, which adds even more stress to their relationship.


Across the hall lives Jen.  Fresh from finishing her music studies at the University of Michigan,  little Jen moved to LA to follow her dream of winning an Oscar for writing music for film.  After looking for an apprenticeship to help her start on her path to her goal, she finally lands a day job as an assistant to an established composer.  She starts to see that the job is not the educational experience she hoped it would be, and on top of that, the company seems to be falling apart around her as the boss tries to diversify in too many directions at once.  Naive Jen gets taken advantage of by doing menial labors for the boss for extremely low pay in hopes that she will still get somewhere with the job.  She describes times where she gets verbally abused, but brushes it off as "paying her dues".  Jen's boyfriend Nate, who she met in college, moves "temporarily" into Jen's tiny apartment with her.  The cocky and brilliant Nate has big dreams of becoming a record producer, and had already done several projects back home.  With his experience, he lands a gig as an assistant engineer on an up and coming singer's album.  Even before the documentary is started, the record company goes bankrupt, and Nate is never paid, leaving him broke, angry, and living with Jen permanently.  He eventually lands a new gig as an office assistant at a video editing company, while Jen is forced to work three different jobs just to get by.  Their relationship runs smoothly as rent is cheap and the novelty of Hollywood is exciting, but as time goes by, they fight more and more as the close quarters get to them. 


Down the hall lives Jason, a wild-haired, permanently semi-naked guitar player.  Jason has gigged with several bands since he was 17 and is looking to put together a great band and get a record deal.  Always jovial, Jason is able to quickly become friends with people which allows him to meet and keep great relationships with other musicians around LA.  He is able to financially stay afloat by gigging with other bands, substituting as a guitarist for solo singers, and working as a sound mixer at a club.  It is here he is also able to meet people he is able to record with in his tiny studio downtown and put out an EP album which sells on the internet.  Although it doesn't seem to be the case on first glance, Jason is quite a pimp and is constantly bringing home a different girl every night.  Being the close quarters that their building is, the other tenants are always amused at his nightly antics.


"Hollywood, 90038" is a real story about people following their dreams.  It's about the struggles they undergo--when they are first filmed and when they are re-interviewed and followed through their day-to-day lives again a few years later.  It's about their loves, their enemies, their financial hardships, and their perseverance.  And most of all, it's about their friendships with each other.  Will any of these five get a star on the Walk of Fame?  Or will they crack under the pressure and fall prey to their vices? 

